
2018  PORT  HILLS  U3A  PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

                                     Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou  katoa 
 
Greetings members of the Port Hills U3A.  It is with pleasure that I submit my first annual 
report as president.  Unfortunately, travel commitments prevent me from delivering this 
report in person.  I am indebted to past president, Derham McAven , for standing in my 
place,  chairing this meeting, our AGM and 2019 Committee Election. 
 
2018  has seen quite a number of operational changes put into place by your committee. 
 
The roll as of the 17th February last year stood at 153 following a loss of members to the 
new South West U3A group plus other attrition.  As at the end of the year, our roll stood at 
170, a net gain of 17 new members. There is still a significant imbalance between male and 
female members with ladies the dominant sex!  Did I hear someone say ‘as usual’.  
 
A set of membership boards was actioned in April as a precaution against allowing too 
many people into the church. The church has a limit of 120 people and I am glad to say that 
we have not exceeded this number.  Even at the Christmas Meeting we were into the 
nineties, but still legal.  It remains important that members continue to mark the 
membership boards  on arrival at the church, to mitigate risks in an emergency.  
 
We expanded our Interest Group Network last year to 17 functioning groups. I would like to 
thank the members who stepped up to organise these groups and to keep our membership 
fully informed of events.  This year I am delighted that we are offering two more study 
groups to start the year off, making a total  19 groups. Together these groups fulfil our aim 
in U3A of catering for holistic health, that is: mind; body; and the social side of wellbeing. 
 
Thanks to Naida Murray and Margaret Clarkson, we have had some excellent speakers at 
our monthly meetings.  Please continue to keep us informed of any interesting speakers 
and topics if, or when, they come to your notice.  We strive to offer a variety of topics to 
satisfy the varied interests of our membership. 
 
In March the committee voted to end the Enrolment Waiting List.  To date, this has not 
posed any problems and we have been delighted to welcome all new members who wish to 
join us.  We try to be welcoming and inclusive when new members arrive at our meetings, 
and welcome them formally at a coffee morning at my house. 
 
The website, which has been a thorn in the committee’s side for a couple of years, has now 
been upgraded.  Thanks to Joy Evans for the time spent in liaising with our new website 
designer.  We now sport a website to be proud of which is regularly updated. Please check 
this website when you need information about upcoming events and speakers. 
 



In April the committee voted to join the local Canterbury U3A Network.  This has proved of 
significant advantage to our organisation in terms of contributing to a wider network and 
getting information and support from other Canterbury U3As. To date, there are only two 
Canterbury U3As not in this network.  Denise Crowhen and I attend these meetings four 
times a year, and will assist in the organisation of this year’s U3A Seminar to be held in 
May. 
 
In September the committee decided to discontinue our insurance policy. The argument in 
support of this is that the church premises are already insured.  This has been a large saving 
of funds that we are now able to divert to other activities.  We have also decided to 
terminate the mailbox.  We now receive minimal mail, and our secretary is happy to handle 
this.  Most mail is now by email and does not require a Post Office Collection Box.  Another 
fund saver. 
 
Earlier in the year we were alarmed by proposed charges for the rooms that we use at 
South Library.  This has now been resolved for the start of the year.  However, we still need 
to remain vigilant and be prepared to lobby our case later in the year. 
 
 The mid year and end of year social functions were well attended, and we thank members 
for their support for both of these social occasions. 
 
Finally I would like to acknowledge on your behalf the work that your committee has 
carried out in 2018.  Without their contribution we would be unable to function. Further to 
this I am happy to serve as your president for 2019 if re- elected. 
 
Lastly, should you wish to read this report, it will be posted on our website following this 
meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wendy Gallagher 
President Port Hills U3A 
 
  


